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The Popes of Rome are holders of the oldest elected office in the history of
this world; their office has now been in existence for over 1600 years.
In the picture of the coming apostasy, which the apostle Paul sets out in
1 Timothy, he adds many of the dark details for us. For centuries the
Papacy has schemed, murdered, bribed, robbed and fornicated. Some
Popes have even ordered atrocities that are so appalling that I think they
would make even the devil himself blush, if he could. In Ireland alone, it is
said that over a hundred thousand Protestants perished at the cruel hands
of the Papacy in just a few years (see and download our article on the 1641
massacre of Irish Protestants and view our video available on our website).
History has indeed proved that there is no greater enemy to the cause of
Christ, than the Church of Rome, and her hierarchy. The message of Rome
is another gospel, it is the way of Cain, it is a gospel of money and merit
and one that opposes Christ's Gospel.
Here is the frightening thing; they shamelessly do this in the name of Christ.
All of these strange and anti-Christian practices are overseen by Popes who
have and are claiming to be the very substitute of Christ Himself on earth.
In doing this they set God aside, regarding themselves as God.
This beggars the question, if the Pope is not the “Man of Sin” or Antichrist,
then who is?
( 11 Thessalonians chapter 2 verses 3 & 4 )
“Let no man deceive you by
any means, for that day
shall not come, except there
come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be
revealed, the son of
perdition: who opposeth
and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that
is worshiped: so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of
God, shewing himself that
he is God.”

www.oldepaths.com

1

WHO ARE THESE POPES OF ROME ANYWAY?
THE VIEW OF AN ULSTER PROTESTANT

Anyone claiming to do anything in God’s name should consider what the
Lord said to Moses in Exodus chapter 20 verse 7:- “Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh
his name in vain.”

Throughout the dark and bloodthirsty history of the Roman Catholic Church,
some of the most heinous crimes that ever been committed were carried
out by the Popes themselves, and all in the name of God. The truth of the
matter is, that the Papacy has created a god in their own image.
The term “the Papacy” refers to the office of Pope as the head of the
universal Church and the civil ruler of the Vatican State. This office is a
matter of central importance in the Roman Catholic tradition.
For centuries the Papacy
has taught that belief in the
Bishop of Rome, as the
holder of the keys of
heaven is vital to a Roman
Catholic in salvation. This
teaching was given its authority by Pope
Boniface viii in his Papal statement in AD
1302 in which he said:- “…..The pontiff
judges all men, but is judged by none. We
declare, assert, define and pronounce: to
be subject to the Roman pontiff is to every
human creature altogether necessary for salvation….That which was
spoken of by Christ, in that He has subdued all things under His feet; may
well seem verified in me.. …. I have the authority of the King of Kings. I am
all in all, and above all, so that God Himself and I, the vicar of God, have but
one consistory, and I am able to do almost all that God can do. What
therefore can you make of me but God?”
Blasphemous claim by Pope Pius IX,
“I alone… am the successor of the
apostles, the vicar of Jesus Christ. I am
the way, the truth, and the life”

What I make of him is Antichrist indeed, and his statement a blasphemy.
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His statement was later confirmed and written into Roman Catholic law in
1537 at the Council of Trent. The Council of Trent asserted the supreme
authority of the Roman Pontiff as follows:“He sits in that chair of Peter…..and hence it is that in him, the Church
recognizes the highest degree of dignity, and a universality of jurisdiction
derived not from the degrees of men, or councils, but from God himself.
Wherefore he is both father and guide of all the faithful. Submission to the
Roman pontiff is therefore necessary for salvation”.
The office of the Pope therefore stands on the basis of this declaration that
the faith of the Vatican, both past and present, teaches that the Pope as
Peter's successor, is
Pope Pius X declared, “The Pope is not simply the
Christ's appointed king
representative of Jesus Christ. On the contrary, he is
Jesus Christ Himself, under the veil of the flesh. Does over his ecclesiastical
the Pope speak? It is Jesus Christ who is speaking, kingdom and all who
hence, when anyone speaks of the Pope, it is not enter the kingdom of
necessary to examine but to obey”.
God must bow in
subjection to the Pope.
While this is the view held by the Papacy, it is not shared by everyone. As a
Bible believing Ulster Protestant, it will hardly surprise you that I have a
very different view. In fact, I am convinced that both Biblically and
historically, the office of the Pope is that of Satan's Viceroy and not Christ's
Vicar.
In fact I am in full agreement with the old reformer Martin Luther when he
said:- “We are of the conviction that the Papacy is the seat of the true and
real Antichrist”.
Or the great evangelist John Wesley when he said:“The Pope is that Man of Sin, as he increases in sin above measure. He is
also that Son of Perdition, as he has caused the deaths of numberless
multitudes who have opposed him to follow Christ. He it is that has exalted
himself above everything that is called God, or that is worshipped. Claiming
the highest honour, and claiming the prerogatives which belong to God
alone.”
Historically, as an Ulster Protestant, and like many of my countrymen, I have
stood opposed to the false claims of the Harlot Church. As the years have
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gone by, I have found myself becoming more and more entrenched in my
opposition to Rome's claim that Christ gave Peter and his so called
successors, universal authority over His Church. The records show these so
called successors of Peter being some of the most UN-Christ like monsters
this world has ever known. Over the centuries they have acted out an
unbelievable soap opera of lust, madness and murder.
How it began. Rome was not built in a day. It has been said “the Roman
Catholic Church did not burst full blown upon the world.” She rose to power
gradually taking advantage of the Dark Ages and the
ignorance of men. At the end of the Roman Empire in
375 AD, the Emperor Gratian renounced his
Babylonian title of Pontifex Maximus (high priest of
the religion of Babylon). At this point the Bishop of
Rome adopted it.
By 416AD all Western churches were ordered to be subject to the Bishop
of Rome who declared himself as Universal Bishop and head of Christianity,
therefore Pope. He took upon himself all the titles of the Babylonian high
priest, Pontifex Maximus. Pope Damasus I, became the first Pope in history
to hold the title "Pontifex Maximus.
Over the centuries of the Dark Ages the Papacy passed these blasphemous
tittles to the deluded and ignorant masses, as being Christian. What they
actually did, was to baptise paganism and present it as acceptable to the
Church.
The man who history refers to as “Rome's greatest pervert”, Cardinal John
Henry Newman, in his attempt to justify these pagan practices being
embraced by the Church, said the following in his essay on the
development of Christianity ( page 349):- “Temples, incense, lamps and
candles. These along with holy water, holy days and holy processions,
images and prayers for the dead, to help them on their journey, all have
their origin in paganism. However in order to reach the pagan world these
doctrines and practices have been sanctified by the Pope and therefore
adopted by the Church, as Christian.”
(calling evil good is the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, this is one of the things
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that the Lord Himself hates. Revelation chapter 2 verse 6).
“Temples, incense, lamps and candles.
These along with holy water, holy days
and holy processions, images and prayers
for the dead, to help them on their
journey, all have their origin in
paganism…….these doctrines and
practices have been sanctified by the
Pope and therefore adopted by the
Church, as Christian.”

So Cardinal Newman, who
believed that the Popes
have been given the power
to call evil good tells us
from whence came these
strange doctrines, they
came from paganism.

They are nowhere found in
the New Testament, nor are
they taught by Christ or His
Apostles, but are the doctrines of devils and the teaching of Antichrist. Far
from being a blessing they rather point to a falling away. This was nothing
less than the falling away that was spoke of by the Apostle Paul in (11
Thessalonians chapter 2 verse 3).
This falling away took place in the 1260 years of the Dark Ages. The same
period also witnessed the Man of Sin (The Pope) being revealed and the
character of Antichrist (The Papacy) being introduced to the world.
The chequered and bloodthirsty history
of the Papacy is one of the best
arguments against the legitimacy of the
Pope's office. The self-incriminating
pieces of evidence act as an axe to the
legs of Satan's seat that they claim to be
Peter's chair.
Referring to “that Man of Sin”, the apostle Paul goes on to say in…………...
11 Thessalonians chapter 2 verse 4:- “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above
all that is called God, or that is worshipped;”
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Pope Pius x in St Peter's church in Rome on 13th July 1895 said the
following:“The Pope is not simply the representative of Jesus Christ. On the contrary,
he is Jesus Christ Himself, under the veil of the flesh. Does the Pope speak?
It is Jesus Christ who is speaking, hence, when anyone speaks of the Pope,
it is not necessary to examine but to obey.”
Here we see the
Also, Pope Pius XII said, “…recognize the Holy mystery of iniquity
Catholic Roman Church to be the only true at work. If the
Church of Jesus Christ, outside of which neither mystery of Godliness
sanctity nor salvation can be found. Call them to is God manifesting in
the unity of the one fold, granting them the grace flesh and dwelling
to believe every truth of our holy faith and to among us (1 Timothy
submit themselves to the Supreme Roman chapter 3 verse 16),
Pontiff, the Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth.”
then the mystery of
iniquity is man
making himself god to be worshipped by us, as though he were reigning
over us. There is no office in the history of this world, where this is so
evident, than that of the office of the Popes of Rome.
In 235AD in his treaty “Christ and Antichrist”, Hippolytus, who was later to
be martyred said:- “The Seducer will seek to appear in all things as the Son
of God. As Christ a lion, so he a lion; as Christ a King, so he a king; as Christ
a Lamb, so he a lamb, though inwardly a wolf; as Christ sent out apostles
to all nations, so will he similarly send out false apostles.”
These false apostles (papist priests) were
sent out in droves during the horrible
years of the Inquisition when Rome
produced her converts through her
abhorrent instruments of cruelty and
torture. It is important to remember that
during this period millions perished in the
cruellest of deaths. Their only crimes
were accepting Christ, embracing the
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Protestant Reformation, refusing to bow the knee to the Pope and loving
not their lives unto death.
Today the doctrines of the Church of Rome are those of ancient Babylon.
The only difference is, they have now been varnished with Christian names
and titles. These doctrines came not from God as they pretend, but from
that old pagan religion of Rome, Greece, Egypt and Babylon.

MUMIFIED POPE WORSHIPED IN ST. PETER’S, VATICAN, ROME

In his book “The Two Babylons”, Hislop clearly traces the origin of the
doctrines of The Mass, Extreme Unction, Purgatory, Prayers for the dead,
Idol and Relic worship, the Rosary, Celibate priests, adoration of images
along with the submission to Pontifix Maximus (The Pope), all back to the
religion of ancient Babylon.
The historical facts concerning the procession of the Popes and the work
of the Papacy are all an indictment to the Church of Rome, as they stand at
the judgement bar of history.
The Pope's idolatries cover the
whole world. Where among even
the Greeks, the Egyptians or ancient
Romans, would you see so many
graven images, as there are today in
the Roman Church? It is outrageous
that all of these images, that God so
clearly condemns, could in anyway
be sanctified by the Popes.
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The office of the Pope is one of embarrassment to Biblical Christianity. It is
a blight to Christ's name, an injustice to Peter and a corruption of the
Gospel.
The very history of the Popes undermine the legitimacy of the office of the
Pope. Rome may wish to draw a straight line back to Peter and paint a
rather glowing picture of Papal life, but the facts betray them and show a
crooked path of sin, blasphemy, vice and unbelief. Their guide on this path
of course, is the god of this world, the devil, who has blinded their eyes.

John
Calvin

I deny him to be the vicar of
Christ, who in furiously
persecuting
the
Gospel,
demonstrates by his conduct

t h a t h e i s A nt i c h r i s t

The Reformer John Calvin rejected the
Pope on the strongest terms, when he
said the following:“I deny that See to be Apostolical,
wherein nought is seen but a shocking
apostasy, I deny him to be the vicar of
Christ, who in furiously persecuting the
Gospel, demonstrates by his conduct
that he is Antichrist, I deny him to be
the successor of Peter, who is doing his
utmost to demolish every edifice that
Peter built, and do deny him to be the
head of the Church, who by his tyranny
lacerates and dismembers the Church
after cutting her off from Christ her true
and only head.”

Calvin further criticizes the office of the Pope when he says:“Will our mediators then have the audacity to give the name of Christ's
Vicar to the one who, after routing the truth of Christ, extinguishing the
light of the Gospel, overthrowing the salvation of men, corrupting and
profaning the worship of God, and trampling down and tearing to pieces all
of His sacred traditions and who domineers like a barbarian?”
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In order for us to fully understand that the Roman Pontiff is Antichrist, as I
have asserted, let us look further at this description that has been given to
us from the apostle Paul in his second epistle to the Thessalonians chapter
2 and the fourth verse. Here Paul points out three specific attributes by
which the “man of sin” or Antichrist may be identified.
Firstly, that he would elevate himself above everything that is called God.
In so doing he would oppose God, the fact that he puts himself above God,
means that he is in opposition to God. The Devil expresses this attitude in
Isaiah 14 verse 14 when he said :“I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will
be like the most High.”
Anyone who elevates himself opposes God, for it is
God's will that we
walk humbly. No
The Roman Catholic Church
man in history has
elevates
elevated himself on Pontifical law over Divine law.
the world stage, like
the man who occupies the office of Roman pontiff.
Secondly, that he will sit in the temple, the sanctuary of God (the professing
Church), as if he were God. Antichrist rules as God, over the consciences of
men. He does this by attributing the divine law to himself. What is even
more shameless and from my point of view more frightening, he dictates
to God, based on his own depraved opinion and tells God how He should
act. The Roman Catholic Church elevates Pontifical law over Divine law. To
offend the Pope is a greater sin to the Papacy, than offending God. The
Popes have all determined that their authority exceeds that of the Scripture.
Antichrist will sit in the temple of God, as God, ruling the consciences of
men, through Pontifical law.
What should be ruling our conscience, is the Bible, for it is the Word of God.
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Thirdly, that he would declare
himself to be God. The Roman
Pontiff is a self- appointed high
priest, prophet and king. He also
appoints himself to be the conduit
of man's salvation. He receives for
all of the above the worship of his
fellow man. In all of these things the
Pope declares himself to be God.
and all the world wondered
While this may pose no problem to
after the beast
the papists, it does to me, and in the
Revelation chapter 13 verse 3
strongest possible terms I oppose
these claims, as insanity, a sacrilege, a blasphemy and the attributes of
“That Man of Sin” who is Antichrist.
The old preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon said:“If you gathered up all the Biblical evidence on Antichrist and gave it to
Scotland Yard, they would go immediately to the Vatican and arrest the
Pope.”
Paul's “man of sin” and “son of perdition” was not some superman or
infidel king, who would arise in the political world, he would be a great
apostate leader pretending to be an apostle. Paul was not merely warning
the believers at the end of the age, but warning believers of every age of
what would afflict the Church down through the centuries, until our Lord
cometh.
Paul sets Antichrist in the very sanctuary of God. He is not an enemy from
the outside, but from the household faith (the professing church), who
opposes Christ under the very name of Christ.
The Pope is not the Christian's friend as he pretends, but our adversary. He
is an imposter, who MUST NOT be trusted. To do so is folly. The Lord Jesus
Himself said in Matthew's Gospel that in the last days there would arise
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false Christs. He then instructs us, to go not after them and believe them
NOT…….. so if you won't take my word for it, take His.
The Apostle John in the book of Revelation in chapter 13 verse 18, identifies
Antichrist with the number 666. John goes on to tell us that this is the
number of a man.
In Latin, (which is the language of the Papacy). The Pope is, according to his
own titles, the Vicar of Christ. In Latin it is written: VICARIUS FILII DEI (the
vicar of the son of God). John says that this is the number of a man. The
numerical value of these words are as follows: V=5…. I=1…. C=100…. A & R
have no numerical value.... I=1.... U=5 (the same as V).... S, F & E also have
no numerical value, I=1…. L=50…. I=1…. I=1.... D=500 and I =1, Totalling 666.
It is a very significant thing that the very Christ Himself, and He alone
title that the Pope affords himself, in the is the Chief Shepherd and
very language that he considers to be, the Overseer of our Salvation
language of religion. Also, that the number
that the Apostle John gives us, to describe Antichrist, adds up to the Roman
Pontiff.
The office of the Pope, as usurped by the Papacy, stands in contrast to the
Epistle to the Hebrews which
proclaims and protects the
singularity, sufficiency and all
supremacy of Christ's High Priestly
rule over the church……. Christ
Himself, and He alone is the Chief
Shepherd and Overseer of our
Salvation. Anyone else usurping this
role is Antichrist.
To trace this line of Popes does not
take us back to the Bible, but rather
takes us along a twisted path of
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shameless immorality, dishonesty and wickedness. The Popes have not
been good shepherds of Christ's little flock, they have been wolves in
sheep’s clothing.
In conclusion.
The Papacy has not changed, to use their own words “they remain always
the same”. They are today what they were in the days of the Protestant
Reformation.
The religion of Rome is one of poisonous additives; to faith and justification
they have added idolatry and works, to Calvary they have added the
blasphemy of the mass, to the Word of God they have added the traditions
of men, to the Son of God they have added a mother of God and to heaven
and hell they have added purgatory which is a heaven through the back
door. To the Authority of Scripture they have added a Pope. In the Church
of Rome, Calvary is only a start. For a Bible believing Protestant, Calvary is
the end of the matter. It is a deadly fiction of Satan, which would attempt
to bring to nought the Cross of Christ, seeing that man's Salvation depends
upon it. When the Papal kingdom fights with the kingdom of Christ, in its
attempt to over through it. When the Papal kingdom puts to death
countless numbers of Christians, for following Christ. When the Supreme
monarch of the Papal kingdom who is the Pope, declares himself to be God
then there is just cause to call him Antichrist.
The Pope of Rome is the elected head of a doctrinally deceased body
(Popery) that ought to be left where our forefathers placed it; in an isolation
ward, with the notice above the door, which says,
N eve r to b e v i s i te d b y U l s te r P ro te sta nt s
“Catholicism has learnt nothing, and forgotten nothing. It is tolerant now
because its strength is broken. It has been fighting for bare existence and
its demands at the minute are satisfied with fair play. But let it once have a
numerical majority behind it and it will reclaim its old authority. It will again
insist on controlling all compartments of knowledge. The principles on
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which it persecuted, it still professes and persecution will grow again as
naturally and necessarily as a seed in a congenial soil”. Froude
Rome claims omnipotence and infallibility; It involves the most
Papal omnipotence over every individual stupendous form of
Christian and Papal infallibility in decisions mental and moral slavery
of faith. Rome means ‘the absolutism of the world has ever seen
the Church and absolutism in the Church’.
It involves the most stupendous form of mental and moral slavery the world
has ever seen. It means the abolition of liberty, national and individual; and
the destruction of rights, human and Divine. It substitutes arbitrary human
will for conscience, Scripture and the Holy Ghost. The realm of morality and
the realm of religion, the realm of education, the realm of politics must all
and together be subject to the will of one man. ‘Think as I tell you, do as I
command you’; such is the word of that one man (the Pope) to every
creature. He claims to represent God Himself. He is “quasi Deus”, as if God.
His decision is Divine, it admits of no question, no correction and no appeal.
His sentence is final and ire-formable. He is the judge of the moral and
Divine law, of the Gospel and the Commandments, the supreme and only
final judge, with no legislature to correct his errors, with no authoritative
rules to guide his proceedings, with no power on earth to question the
force, or intercept the effect of his decisions.
He claims the Church as his personal heritage and
to carry the entire Christian religion in his
individual breast. The Church and the world have
to submit to him in silence, to bow before him as
before God, worshipping at his footstool with all
tokens of adoration. The binding duty of all men is
to do and believe as that one man (the Pope)
directs and reverently to kiss the foot he plants on the neck of a prostrate
humanity.
The late historian Dr. Dollinger describes the power claimed by and
conceded to the Papacy in the following words:- “ The new Vatican doctrine
confers on the Pope the whole fullness of power over the whole Church as
well as over every individual layman, a power which is at the same time to
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be truly episcopal and again specifically Papal; which is to include in itself
all that affects faith, morals, duties of life and which can without any
mediation whatever, seize and punish, bid and forbid every one, the
monarch as well as the labouring man. As to the individual Christian, the
homage he owes to God, according to Papal definitions, consists in his
renouncing his own mental judgement, his self-acquired knowledge and
self-gained power of discernment and in throwing himself in blind faith into
the arms of the Papal magisterium as the only true source of religious
knowledge. Every Roman Catholic Christian when asked why he believes
this or that can give but the one answer, ‘I believe or reject it because the
infallible Pope has bidden it to be believed or rejected’. I cannot accept this
doctrine. I cannot do so as a Christian because it is incompatible with the
spirit of the Gospel and with the lucid sayings of Christ and the apostles. It
simply wishes to establish the kingdom of this world which Christ declined
to do, and to possess the sovereignty over the congregations which Peter
refused for everyone else as well as for himself. I cannot do so as a
theologian because the whole tradition of the Church stands irreconcilably
opposed to it. I cannot do so as an historian because as such I know that
the persistent endeavours to realize this theory of a universal sovereignty
has cost Europe streams of blood, distracted and ruined whole countries,
shaken to its foundations the beautiful organic edifice of the constitution
of the older Church and begotten, nursed and maintained the worst abuses
in the Church. Finally I must reject it as a citizen because its claims on the
submission of States and monarchs and the whole political order of things
to the Papal power and by the exceptional position claimed by it for the
clergy, it lays the foundation for an endless and fatal discord between the
state and the Church and between the clergy and the laity”.
It is reported that the famous painter Raphael, while painting in the Vatican,
was being criticized by two Cardinals for having painted the face of the
Apostle Paul “too red”. Raphael replied by saying “the Apostle Paul was
blushing, because he had seen into whose hands the Church had fallen.”
All I can say is:- “Thank God For The Protestant Reformation”.
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